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Index card notes 031009  l SUP08-31 l Todd Harshman
Mr. Mayor and Council Members

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some of our concerns about the proposed drilling.

Fact:

The proposed site is approx 4 acres give or take and the proposed number of wells over time Is 6+ creating a “hub of wells”. this relatively small area boarders a Church, City Park, Boys and Girls Club and our neighborhood?  PICTURE (protected property)
Fact:

This site was not mentioned as a possible drill site during neighborhood mineral rights negotiations with Dale Properties. Instead two sites were given as possible drill sites…south part of the airport and a parcel of land by the Wal-Mart neighborhood store. During the P&Z public meeting Chesapeake used the disconnect from Dale Property and their land brokers to plead “we don’t know anything about that”

Note: the Chesapeake/Cornerstone surface rights deal had already been agreed upon. This is important with regards to their plans and “continuous acreage”
Some of our Concerns:
Number of wells: The number of wells is just too many for that high impact urban site

Time line: with respect to actual drilling and reclaiming the site. A timeline that allows the driller to drill 2 wells then come back at an unspecified time to drill additional wells would render that site “light industrial” for years which depreciates property value.
Traffic pattern: P&Z did address this and we appreciate the wisdom that Cravens Park Rd. (a lane in a half at best) will not accommodate truck traffic while it remains the entrance to the Boys and Girls Club, entrance into Cravens Park and our neighborhood.
Property value: “Some real estate professionals have suggested a loss of property value of up to 25% and unsellable during the drilling process….at least until the project is completed in full which has not been defined in writing. Still the drill site only has a negative effect on property value.” Especially a “light industrial site” PICTURE
Future plans for school campus: It has been stated in public meetings that in the future Cornerstone wants to construct a school campus on the remaining land. While this is a positive idea for the community it suggests a fundamental flaw that safety might be compromised. ”you can’t drill next to a school, but, you can build a school next to the drill?”
Other questions: 

New office building not in aerial photos that might come in play when considering the 300’set back especially if the wells move up and down a N-S line. PICTURE
NOTE: during the P&Z meeting Chesapeake indicated they would contact our group and open a dialogue…this did not happen. They only communication to date with homeowners was the 1 time community meeting at Cornerstone to showcase the development plans and an occasional response from the Chesapeake PR department.

NOTE: This is new territory for many of us..  from the mineral rights of our property owners to the ordinances’ you write with the best of intentions… Even though some of the parties involved have envisioned this for the past 2 years… the dynamics have changed since we first heard “Barnett Shale”….State and local lawmakers are writing new bills and revisiting the safety issues ,setbacks, truck routes saltwater pipelines and homeowner rights as we move forward with action plans…. The positive spin put on the face of the “Barnett Shale” has some positive ingredients but also harbors some unrealized liabilities. Let’s not get caught up in the “sales pitch”. 
What we would like see happen if drilling actually takes place.

Reasonable for this parcel of land

1. Permit to drill only 2 wells for neighboring mineral rights

2. A drilling timeline and reclamation of the site as described in ordinance

3. P&Z recommendation on the traffic pattern

4. P&Z recommendation on east masonry wall prior to drilling

5. Address the issue of permitting for a future school campus

6. Green belt as a noise and visual buffer between the private property and cornerstone property. Installed prior to drilling

7. Migration of trees

We ask and trust the council to be forward thinking and proactive with respect to drilling and our neighborhoods.
Thank You for your time.
Todd Harshman

5520 Silver Maple dr

Arlington, TX 76018

817.999.9976

toddharshman@sbcglobal.net
website dedicated to this issue

www.SilverMaple.INFO
excerpt:

"The boundary of the drill site is proposed to encompass less than five acres; however, its industrial presence may constrain the potential future development of the adjacent vacant land. Since the population base of the neighboring sites include residential, office and low intensity commercial uses that are compatible with the surrounding area, the intensity of the proposed drill site may compromise the integrity of the area, thus affecting the desirability of the adjacent developable land. Consequently, the proposed high impact use may not be suitable for this site."     P&Z report
