Waiver meeting with Chesapeake Nov.2009
As homeowners, we have been battling the balance between economic development and prosperity with concerns about the value of our homes and our quality of life.

Since the beginning of the gas drilling efforts there have been headlines about neighborhoods negotiating mineral rights to environmental impact to health and safety issues.
The North Cravens neighborhood took a proactive approach during the SUP and permitting stages and, even though we came to accept the fact that the Cornerstone site would be developed, it was with the implicit understanding that the site could be developed within the current city ordinance, and no waivers from the homeowners on Silver Maple would be needed. We questioned this at council meetings and again we were reassured that 18 wells could be drilled outside the 600 foot setback.

Today after only 2 wells have been drilled Silver Maple homeowners are being asked by Chesapeake to waive the protection given us by the ordinance and allow drilling closer to our homes than we anticipated.

We deserve reasonable expectations when it comes to our property and our quality of life. 

At this point we hesitate to surrender the 600 foot setback the City of Arlington has approved for our neighborhoods. We must insure the least invasive impact of wells that close to our homes and protect our values from unknown and unintentional consequences. The setback is there for a purpose.

The city has put forward expectations and guidelines Chesapeake has set expectations and developed the site and the neighborhood has come to accept the impact of the neighborhood. Now it’s time for everyone to just do what they said they would do.

What the neighborhood did not get accomplished during the first permit.

· Did not get a timeline

· Did not get a greenbelt 

· Did not get additional landscaping

· Did not get a transparent, collaborative effort as promised as this project moved forward.  
Current concerns and questions 

· Unintended consequences, unintended depreciation of home values.

· City might grant a variance? ….don’t waive to the driller

· Disclosure notice when selling home in the future…..see Texas A & M email

· Assurance 15 feet not more than 15 feet now and in the future. No closer than 575.

· Carrizo drilling in the Cornerstone site….

· Embellished the 600 ft. as “more than 2 football fields”  now it’s only 15 feet

· 8 homes now ….going forward the numbers increase?
“We have an agreement. The agreement was outlined, negotiated, and executed legally and in good faith during the mineral rights leasing, SUP and the permitting stage. A clear picture of how the land was intended to be used and how it would impact the neighborhood was examined and agreed upon. NO WAIVERS WOULD BE NEEDED” 

*************************************************************
Who can I call if I have a question or a complaint? Questions regarding drilling and operation of gas wells may be directed to the Environmental Resources Division at 972-874-6346.

RULE 37 including objection form information

http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=16&pt=1&ch=3&rl=37
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality     http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/ 

More information on reverse side

This is for information only and is not a substitute for legal counsel.

